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with the belligerent countries lest some should be sunk
and the States be forced into the war.

Then came the attack on Belgium, the downfall of
France, and the deathless epic of Dunkirk. It thrilled
men all over the world, but at the same time they saw
in it the last dying struggles of the British Lion. Great
Britain is finished, they said. Within a few weeks the war
will be over. But the war was not over! To the surprise
and admiration of the world the people of the little
island girded themselves to face their mighty adver-
sary alone, and when he sent his aerial fleets against
them in the latter half of 1940, they were hurled back,
shattered and demoralised, with the loss of over two
thousand of their number. At the sight the people of
the democracies everywhere took heart. The spark of
freedom was not dead. It was blazing up again, and
with help it might yet become a great and consuming
fire, and terror and hatred and cruelty might be driven
from the earth. So thought Franklin Roosevelt, who had
just been elected President for the third time, an honour
never before conferred on any American. So thought
more and more of his compatriots as they watched the
people of Britain waging the unequal fight, but never-
theless, the great majority of Americans were still bent
on keeping out of the war. Roosevelt knew this, but he
also knew that Britain and her small Allies must be
assisted if they were to carry on the struggle. Already
he had exchanged fifty U.S. destroyers for naval bases
in British territories, and now, in December, 1940, he
put through the "Lease-Lend" Act. By this Act
America became the arsenal of the democracies. Britain